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intention, if possible, to p u r s u e  this and to do some things 
that w o u l d  exp a n d  our c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  pro g r a m s  to th e  po i n t  that 
we could close a r egional center. It's a v e r y  serious goal that 
I will h ave an d  will b r i n g  it up next year. A n d  w i t h  that, I 
wo u l d  like to w i t h d r a w  the amendment.

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: It's withdrawn.

CLERK: Mr. President, I h a v e  n o t h i n g  f u rther p e n d i n g  to the
committee amendments at t his time.

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: We are no w  d e b a t i n g  th e  ad o p t i o n  of the
committee amendments. S e n a t o r  Dierks.

S E N ATOR DIERKS: T h a n k  you, Mr. S p eaker a nd m e m b e r s  of the body.
I w a n t e d  to m a k e  some com m e n t s  bef o r e  we v o t e d  on that last 
issue of S e nator R e d f i e l d ' s  bu t  the q u e s t i o n  was cal l e d  befo r e  I 
got to d o  that. A n d  th e r e  is some other p e o p l e  wh o  want e d  to 
m a ke  tho se  comments as well. I just w a n t e d  t o . . . t o  talk a 
little bit about some of the things I th i n k  ar e  g o i n g  on. We 
have, of course, in this st a t e  two v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  and distinct 
economies. An d  the e c o n o m y  that pre v a i l s  in our Legi s l a t u r e  is 
one of a great d eal more o p t i m i s m  I th i n k  t h a n  pr e v a i l s  in rural 
Nebraska. Th e  e c o n o m y  t h a t  I represent is r e a l l y  p r e t t y  dismal, 
and w h e n  w e  come h ere and are asked to inc r e a s e  taxes, it is 
just like a n other b l o w  to the p e o p l e  I represent. We are 
sitting h e r e  in a p o s i t i o n  today, and we will d o  it tom o r r o w  as 
well, to p ass some l e g i s l a t i o n  t hat will inc r e a s e  our taxes. I 
feel a little bi t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  about the w a y  the p r ocess works, 
and I don't k now that I can't change that, bu t  sitting on 
Revenue Committee, I see us p l a y i n g  k e e p - u p  all the time. The 
A p p r o p riations Commi t t e e  d oes the c u tting and t hen we are 
supposed to come along w i t h  the ta x  i n c r e a s e s . T hey come 
b e f o r e . . .before we do, so w e  h a v e  to go b a c k  a nd clean u p  after 
th e y 'v e b e e n  here. Our p r o c e s s  is t hat way. W e  h ave to do our 
bills next. A n d  I k n o w  w e ' l l  h a v e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to make 
changes as we go t h r o u g h  there b ut the chan g e  t hat Senator 
Re d f i e l d  tr i e d  to make, an d  she h a d  v e r y  stro n g  suppo rt  for it, 
di dn' t succeed. I'm...I'm a real m u g w u m p e r  on this situation. 
My mu g  is on one side of t h e  fence, my "wump" is on the other 
side, and I h a v e . . . I ' d  like to be able to be m ore d e t e rmined
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